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Bhaktivedanta Institute
K o l k a ta

Promoting dialogue between Science and Spirituality

“Bhaktivedanta Institute is to be greatly congratulated for having produced so
crucial and a productive discussion. It should be given every encouragement
and support in going ahead with an enterprise so well begun.”
— Prof. George Wald
(Nobel Laureate in Physiology and Medicine)

A Few Words of Appreciation ...
I strongly believe that we all have divinity within ourselves. This divinity is the symbol of spiritualism. Integration of science and
spiritualism helps us to balance ourselves. Therefore spiritualism is the key to Mental Health. My hearty congratulations to
Bhaktivedanta Institute, Kolkata for their noble cause in imparting spiritual awareness in different parts of the country; to make this era
spiritual in holistic manner.
— Prof. Abha Singh
Joint Director, Amity Institute of Behavioural and Allied Sciences,
Noida, India

Dear Dr. Singh, Today I had the fortune to meet Sri Jumukta Das and Sri Prasad Das (Volunteers in Motorhome) of your institute
and to get myself apprised about the activities and programmes in which your divine institute is currently engaged. I was delighted to
scan some of the publications of the institute and was very happy to note that the institute is engaged in creating a better understanding
of science, religion and spirituality. ... We,at Delhi College of Engineering, shall be delighted to arrange your seminar at our institute
so that the members of faculty and students of this premier institute could be benefited from interactions with you
— Prof. P.B. Sharma
Principal, Delhi College of Engineering, Delhi

Prasad Das (Volunteer in Motorhome) delivered a lively lecture on science, spirituality and human values in this college. Such
lectures are highly valuable for the budding generation to inculcate moral and spiritual education. The college extends gratitude to the
Bhaktivedanta Institute. We appreciate and look forward to such lectures in future too.
— Principal
S. K. College, Sikar

Respected Dr. Singh, During your last visit to our Institute, I had an opportunity to listen to your interesting lecture on science and
spirituality. I am impressed by your lecture.
— Dr. D. P. Mishra
Dept. of Aerospace Engg.Indian Institute Technology (IIT), Kanpur
Swamiji (Dr. T. D. Singh), This morning I have got a few books and journals which are really useful for improving knowledge and
quality of life. There is a profundity of thoughts and may be there are things which ordinary people may not be able to comprehend.
There is need to develop this type of literature for the children and the youth. I request that this area may be given adequate attention.
If you happen to visit this area, kindly do address our faculty, staff and students.
— Dr. K. K. Dhir
Registrar, National Institute ofTechnology, Jalandhar
It is a matter of great happiness that Bhaktivedanta Institute is bringing out articles by Nobel Laureates. This authenticates the claim
for preaching to layman or blind followers of science who claim themselves as scientists without knowing their fault of approach. I find
these articles very profound and elevating.

— Prof. Varendu Kumar
Professor of Commerce, Jalandhar

Bhaktivedanta Institute’s activities are primarily aimed at the promotion of dialogue between science and spirituality. The steps taken by
the Institute for developing moral values among our students are really praiseworthy. The exposition of scientific thoughts by spiritual
analysis is highly appreciable. Hope, the Institute will continue its venture for which it is meant.
— Dr. Sadasiva Biswal
Ex-principal, Sarankul College, Orissa

The lecture “Science and Spirituality” delivered effectively by Sri K. Vasudev Rao, M. Tech., and research scholar of Bhaktivedanta
Institute, Kolkata was highly illuminating. He was able to draw correlation between Science and Spirituality. … The audience were
spell bound. After the lecture both the staff and the students enthusiastically came forward to get their doubts clarified. We express
our sincere gratitude for his visit to our institution.
— Principal
P. V. P. Siddhartha Institute of Technology, Vijayawada
Dear Dr. T. D. Singh, … thank you for the gift of your book Thoughts on Synthesis of Science and Religion … I have read almost
all articles and feel compelled to reread many articles; I found your articles most interesting, they are superb indeed. If I am fortunate
enough to meet you in the future I like to discuss your thoughts on the theories of evolution and the origin of life. These topics are
very relevant to my own interest as a research scientist in the field of biological chemistry/spectroscopy.
— Dr. Daulat Patil
Lawrence Berkeley Lab, Berkeley, CA

About

us

B

haktivedanta Institute is a non-profitable organization working towards the synthesis of science
and religion by promoting the dialogue between science and spirituality for the benefit of humanity.
It was founded by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada in Vrindavan in August
1974. The main objective of the institute is to present consciousness based paradigm of Vedanta for the
attention of serious scholars and thinkers throughout the world. This paradigm has a unique potential
to resolve the mind-body problem, the questions of evolution, the origin of life and the universe and
many other philosophical, ethical, and moral human concerns.One of the goals of the institute is also, to
have spiritual reality accepted and incorporated into scientific research and advancements and to have
scientific principles and methods integrated into the practice of spirituality.
The institute also promotes scientific, philosophical and religious dialogue among scientists, scholars and
religionists of the world covering common conceptual grounds of science and religion for the purpose
of creating a better and harmonious understanding among all people. In order to achieve these goal the
institute organizes international conferences regularly and publishes books and literatures.

Bhaktivedanta Institute
Kolkata

Promoting dialogue between Science and Spirituality
RC-8, Raghunathpur, Manasi Manjil Building,
V.I.P. Road, Kolkata 700 059, INDIA
Tel/Fax: 91-33-2500-9018, 6091
email: info@binstitute.org
www.binstitute.org
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Founding Director

D

r. T. D. Singh received his Ph.D in Physical Organic Chemistry from the University of California
at Irvine in 1974. He is a scientist and spiritualist known for his pioneering efforts for the interface and
dialogue between science and religion towards a deeper understanding of life and the universe. He has
contributed papers in the Journal of American Chemical Society and the Journal of Organic Chemistry
in the field of fast proton transfer kinetics in model biological systems using stopped flow technique and
NMR spectroscopy. He also worked on gas phase reaction mechanisms using Ion Cyclotron Resonance
(ICR) spectroscopy. He was trained in Vaishnava Vedanta studies from 1970 to 1977 under His Divine
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. He was appointed as the Director of the Bhaktivedanta
Institute by Srila Prabhupada in 1974. He has organized four International Conferences on Science and
Religion – First and Second World Congress for the Synthesis of Science and Religion (1986 & 1997), First
International Conference on the Study of Consciousness within Science(1990) and Second International
Congress on Life and its Origin(2004) where many prominent scientists and religious leaders from
around the world including several Nobel Laureates participated. He has authored and edited several
books including What is Matter and What is life? (1997); Theobiology(1979); Synthesis of Science and
Religion:Critical Essays and Dialogues(1987); Thoughts on Synthesis of Science and Religion(2001);
Seven Nobel Laureates on Science and Spirituality. He is also the Editor-in-Chief of Savijìänam:Scientific
Exploration for a Spiritual Paradigm, the Journal of the Bhaktivedanta Institute.
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A G l i mp s e i n t o the Past Activities
o f B h a k t i vedanta Institute

B

haktivedanta Institute has been conducting a varities of activities to promote science and religion
dialogue. A brief overview of some of these major activities is given below:
A. Conferences
B. Publications
C. Dialogue with Opinion Leaders
D. Custom-made Motorhomes/Buses
E. Local Society Initiative (LSI) Group

A. Conferences
Bhaktivedanta Institute promotes scientific, philosophical and religious dialogues among scientists,
scholars and religionists of the world covering various common conceptual grounds of science and
religion in the search of reality for the purpose of creating a better and harmonious understanding
among all people. One of the primary activities of the institute is to support a closer examination of
existing scientific paradigms in cosmology, evolution, physics, chemistry, biology, and other sciences
incorporating inspirations and revelations from great religious traditions of the world in the search for
truth and for the deeper understanding of reality.
Bhaktivedanta Institute, under the leadership of its Director, His Holiness Bhaktisvarupa Damodara
Swami (Dr. T. D. Singh) has organized many conferences in the last four decades. Dr. Singh, a scientist
with Ph.D. in Physical Organic Chemistry from the University of California, Irvine (1974) and a spiritualist
in Bhakti-Vedanta tradition of India, is known for his pioneering efforts to interface science and religion
for a deeper understanding of life and the universe including their origins.
The Institute has hosted four major International Conferences in Mumbai (1986), San Francisco (1990),
Kolkata (1997) & (Rome 2004) where thousands of scholars in different fields including Nobel Laureates
and well-known religious leaders from all over the world participated.
1. First World Congress for the Synthesis of Science and Religion, Mumbai:
The Bhaktivedanta Institute organized the First World Congress for the Synthesis of Science and
Religion in Bombay from January 9 to 12, 1986. More than 1,100 prominent scientists (including seven
Nobel Laureates in Science) and world religious leaders participated in the Congress. His Holiness the
Dalai Lama was the Chief Guest of the Congress and Prof. George Wald, the Nobel laureate in Biology
from Harvard University, delivered the Keynote address. Other key participants included Prof. Joseph
Weizenbaum, pioneer in artificial intelligence, MIT; Ernan McMullin, Department of Philosophy of
Science, University of Notre Dame; Harvey Cox, Harvard Divinity School; Dr. Raja Ramana Chairman,
Atomic Energy Commission of India; John Searle, philosopher, University of California, Berkeley;
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(Left) His Holiness the Dalai
Lama inaugurating the First
World Congress.
(Right) Prof. George Wald,
biologist and Nobel Laureate
from Harvard University
delivering the Keynote
Address at the First World
Congress.

Huston Smith, theologian, MIT; Paulos Mar Gregorios, President of World Council of Churches; E. C. G.
Sudarshan particle physicist, University of Texas, Austin; and many more. There was a nightly cultural
presentation by Ranganiketan Manipuri Cultural artists of Manipur.
2. Second World Congress for the Synthesis of Science and Religion, Calcutta:
The Second World Congress for the Synthesis of Science and
Religion was held in Kolkata from January 9-12, 1997. The
conference provided a forum to explore and highlight the areas of
commonality between scientific knowledge and religious wisdom
and featured plenary sessions as well as panel discussions affording
the participants ample opportunities for close interaction. Over
2,000 prominent scientists, religious leaders, philosophers and
educationists from all over the world participated in the Congress.
Prof. Charles Townes, the Nobel Laureate in Physics from the
University of California, Berkeley, U.S.A., was the keynote
speaker. Dr. Robert Muller, former Assistant Secretary General
of the United Nations, delivered the Valedictory address on the
topic: “The Promise of a Permanent Religious Organization”.
Other key participants included physicist Prof. Gregory Benford,
University of California, Irvine; Dr. M. M. Damad, Iranian
Academy of Sciences; Dr. Joe Kamiya, Phychologist and pioneer
of biofeedback technology, University of California, San Francisco;
Dr. Glenn Bucher, President of Graduate Theological Union,
Berkeley; Prof. E. C. G. Sudarshan, particle physicist, University
of Texas, Austin; Prof. Durwood Foster, Theologist, Pacific School
of Religion, Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley; Prof. Jonathan
Shear, Virginia Commonwealth University and Founding Editor of
Journal of Consciousness Studies; Prof. Amit Goswami, Quantum
Physicist, Univerisity of Oregon; Prof. Robert Shaw, Phychologist,
University of Connecticut among others.
Prof. Charles Townes, Nobel Laureate in
3. First International Conference on the Study of Consciousness
Physics from the University of California,
Berkeley, delivering the Keynote Address at within Science, San Francisco, USA:
the Second World Congress.

More than 400 scientists and scholars participated in the First
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(Left) Karl H. Pribram, a prominent neuropsychologist from the
Georgetown University speaking and (Right) Sir John Eccles,
Nobel Laureate neuroscientist speaking at the
at the International Conference on the Study of Consciousness
within Science (1990)

International Conference on the Study of Consciousness within Science. This conference was held at the
University of California Medical Center in San Francisco on February 17 and 18, 1990. The participants
deliberated on the scientific study of consciousness in different academic disciplines. Nobel Laureates Sir
John Eccles and Prof. George Wald delivered the keynote addresses.
Other key participants were Dr. Karl Pribam, neuropsychologist from Georgetown University; Dr.
Henry Stapp, quantum physicist from Berkeley Lawrence-Livermore Laboratory; Dr. A. G. Cairns-Smith,
chemist from Glasgow University; Dr. Herbert Frohlich, biophysicist from University of Liverpool; Dr.
E. C. G. Sudarshan, particle physicist from the University of Texas; Dr. Vasilii Nalimov, mathematician
from USSR Academy of Sciences; Dr. Benjamin Libet, neurophysiologist from University of California,
San Francisco, etc.
4. Second International Congress on Life and Its Origin: Exploration from Science and Spiritual/
Religious Traditions, Rome, Italy:
This major international conference held in Rome, Italy from Nov. 11-14, 2004, is an example of Institute’s
intense rigor in both science and theology. Starting with a splendid multi-religious invocation recited
beautifully by fifteen innocent school children, this conference took its participants through a voyage
of oldest spiritual revelations and cutting edge scientific concepts about life and its origin. With the
speakers coming from Oxford to Harvard universities, from a temple in India to the Vatican and Church
in Assisi and with the enthusiastic scholarly audience, the Mayor of Rome was impressed to offer the
venue free of cost to our Institute if the conference were organized every year in Rome. The conference
is a perfect mix of science, religion, language and culture. Scientists sought blessings, clergy took the
advantage of the facilities provided by science, both took pleasure in each others company, deliberations
were simultaneously available in both English and Italian languages. The topics of the sessions included,
‘Scientific and Spiritual Perspectives on Life and Its Origin’, ‘Theistic
Interpretation of Empirical Observations on Life and Its Origin’, ‘God and the New Biology’, ‘Scientific
Exploration for the Existence of God’, ‘Darwin and God’, and ‘The Science of God’. Theologians ranging
from Jewish Rabbi, Islamic scholar, Buddhist Priest, Hindu and Christian priests and scholars as well
as scientists ranging from microbiologists upto Cosmologists and molecular evolutionists to Darwinian
evolutionists participated in the conference. The conference was aimed at examining seriously the deeper
insights of life and its origin through the interdisciplinary approach of science and spirituality/theology.
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Speakers and Participants in international conference held in Rome, 2004,

The conference also attempted to carefully examine the scientific data from religious viewpoint and
generate some new research projects for the scientific study of life, its meaning and purpose, consciousness
and God. Over 250 scientists, religious scholars and other thinkers from around the world participated
in the Congress. There were 37 international speakers. The Vatican Academy under the patronage of
the Pope officially participated in this Congress by sending one speaker from the Vatican Academy and
fifteen other scholars from the universities run by the Vatican. The venue was the historic and prestigious
Protometaca Hall in the very heart of Rome which is also used by the Peace Nobel Laureates every year
for their Annual Nobel Peace Summit under the Gorbachev Foundation. There was a public lecture free
of charge on Nov. 11 at the prestigious Angelicum Vatican University Hall having a capacity of 1,500.
The President of Italy Mr. Carlo Azelio Ciampi very much appreciated the Congress and expressed the
following words: “The Second World Congress on ‘Life and Its Origin – Exploration from Science and
Various Spiritual / Religious Traditions’ represents an occasion to strengthen our commitment towards
the life’s values … The confrontation and dialogue at this congress must be the instruments to realize
a new humanism, one that is founded on peace and integration of the diverse identities of the world’s
peoples. In this same spirit, the President of the Italian Republic, expresses his profound appreciation
for the Bhaktivedanta Institute and offers his cordial salutation to the illustrious speakers, to the Event’s
organizers and to all the participants of the Congress.”
5. All India Students’ Science and Spiritual Quest Conference Series (AISSQ):
Dr. Singh had lots of concern for the student community with regard to their holistic development. He
felt that our younger generation was exposed to the latest scientific and technological developments in
various disciplines at numerous colleges and universities around the world, but they lacked spiritual
foundation and hence were unable to make proper use of such scientific developments. Therefore, he felt
the need to organize a students’ conference on the interface of Science and Spirituality for the holistic
growth of their personality. With this vision, Dr. Singh conceptualized the series of “All India Students’
Conference on Science and Spiritual Quest” (AISSQ). He personally organized the first conference in
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this series in December 2005 in Vrindavan, UP. However, by the will of Providence, Dr. Singh left for the
spiritual abode on 2 October 2006.
•

First All India Students’ Conference on Science and Spiritual Quest, Vrindavan, UP, December, 2005

The first AISSQ conference was organized at Vrindavan, India. For the advancement of a balanced
growth of scientific temper and spiritual wisdom in the life of students, it was proposed that ‘science
and spirituality’ clubs be promoted in colleges especially in IITs and IIMs to prepare students to cope up
with their academic load, and prevent depressive and pessimistic attitude, discourage students to involve
in wrong habits and for the development of moral and ethical values and their own personality. Some of
the participants were so inspired by the conference that they started science and spirituality discussion
groups at their campuses.
•

Second All India Students’ Conference on Science and Spiritual Quest, Puri, Orissa, December, 2006

The Second All India Students’ Conference on Science and Spiritual Quest was held at Toshali Sands
in Sri Jagannath Puri, Orissa, India on December 9 & 10, 2006. The conference brought together the
best intellectual minds on a common platform to deliberate on the perennial questions of life, existence
and the Ultimate Reality. About 350 delegates from science, technology and management institutes of
India and abroad like IITs, IIMs, AIIMS, IISc., NITs, Delhi College of Engineering, National University
of Singapore, Univ. of Illinios, Univ. of Puerto Rico, etc., participated in the conference. The conference
was graced by about 25 distinguished speakers from various academic and research organizations who
addressed various finer aspects of science-spirituality interface.

Speakers and Participants in 2nd AISSQ, 2006

•

Third All India Students’ Conference on Science and Spiritual Quest, December 2007, Tirupati, Andhra
Pradesh, India

The keynote speaker of the conference was Nobel Laureate, Professor Roger Kornberg who delivered
a remarkable lecture on “The Knowable Nature of Scientific Truth.” The conference was a unique mix
of biologists, physicists, chemists, mathematicians, engineers, academicians, students and spiritualists
sitting together for a voyage towards the Ultimate Reality, for unfolding the deeper questions of life
and the universe. Over 1400 leading scientific and spiritual thinkers, including 750 undergraduate
and postgraduate students, from more than 100 leading academic institutions like Indian Institute of
Technology (IITs), NITs, IISc, AIIMS, IIMs, ISB, Central and State Universities, etc., and most influential
R&D institutions of India such as Bhabha Atomic Research Center (BARC), ISRO, DRDO, IICT, DRDL,
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etc., and a few top universities like Harvard, Stanford, Oxford, UIUC, National University of Singapore,
etc., from abroad participated in this soul-enriching event.

Professor Roger Kornberg (Nobel Laureate in Chemistry) delivering a talk in 3rd AISSQ, 2007
•

Fourth All India Students’ Conference on Science and Spiritual Quest, December 2008, NIT Tiruchirapalli,
Tamilnadu, India

About 500 students and faculty members from premier technological institutions like IITs, NITs, IISc,
IIMs and AIIMS from India and some from academic and R&D institutions of countries like the USA
and UK participated in the 3-day conference that was held in the campus of NIT Tiruchirapalli. Dr. N.
Mahalingam, the Chairman of Sakthi group of companies, an eminent philanthropist and a prominent
and influential person of the state of Tamil Nadu, who was awarded Padma Bhushan from the President
of India in 2007, was the Chief Guest in the inauguration of the conference.
The conference was graced by many eminent speakers from India and abroad. Prof. Amit Goswami, an
eminent quantum physicist known for advancing the paradigm of science within consciousness from
University of Oregon, USA and Prof. Jagadish Srivastava, eminent mathematician from Colorado State
University, USA delivered their keynote lectures. .
To encourage active participation from the student community, an All India essay competition on the topic
“India Should Focus on Balanced Growth of Scientific Temper and Spiritual Wisdom” was announced
along with the announcement of the AISSQ-2008
5. Fifth All India Students’ Conference on Science and Spiritual Quest, January, 2010, MNNIT Allahabad,
Uttar Pradesh, India
With a broad theme of bringing awareness on science-spirituality in the academic community keeping
young students in mind, the 5th AISSQ conference was successfully organized at Motilal Nehru National
Institute of Technology (MNNIT) Allahabad during 15 – 17 January 2010. The AISSQ2010 was jointly
organized by the Bhaktivedanta Institute, Kolkata and the MNNIT Allahabad. About 500 students and
faculty members from about 100 premier academic, technological and R&D institutions of the country
such as IITs, NITs, IIMs and AIIMS have participated actively in the conference. They had diverse
academic and spiritual backgrounds.
The chief guest for the occasion was Prof. K. L. Chopra, former Director of IIT Kharagpur and President
of the Society for Scientific Values, New Delhi. The Guests of Honour were Prof. P. B. Sharma, Vice

~8~

Chancellor, Delhi Technological University and Prof. Kripa Shanker, Vice Chancellor, U.P. Technical
University.

Prof. A.B.Samaddar addressing the audience in 5th AISSQ, 20010
•

Sixth All India Students’ Conference on Science and Spiritual Quest, March, 2011, DTU, New Delhi, India

“Education without values is like a flower without fragrance. Education should impart values to the
youth that makes them sensitive to fellow human beings, and the environs around them and can prepare
them to become responsible citizens. Values provide an anchor in life, as well as the ability to take
difficult decisions. If students are equipped with right value base, along with the capabilities created by
science and technology, they will serve society with devotion and commitment, creating prosperity and
happiness,” said H.E. Smt. Pratibha Devisingh Patil, President of India, while inaugurating the 6th All
India Students’ Conference on ‘Science and Spiritual Quest’ (AISSQ-2011) today at Vigyan Bhawan.
The three-day conference is being organized by, Bhaktivedanta Institute, Kolkata in association with Delhi
Technological University (DTU) from March 12-14, 2011. Other dignitaries present at the inauguration
function included Smt. Sheila Dikshit, Chief Minister, Delhi, Dr. Narendra Jadhav, Member Planning
Commission, GOI, Nobel Laureate Dr. Werner Arber, HH. Gopal Krishna Swamiji from ISCKON, Prof.
P.B. Sharma, Vice Chancellor, DTU, and Prof. S.C. Mishra from IIT Guwahati & Chairman, AISSQ, among
others. The theme of this year’s conference is “Integrating Capabilities with Values”.

H.E. Smt. Pratibha Devisingh Patil, President of India, inaugurating 6th AISSQ, 2011
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•

Seventh All India Students’ Conference on Science and Spiritual Quest, September 2012, IISC Bangalore

The 7th All India Students Conference on Science and Spiritual Quest (AISSQ) held in the Silicon Valley
of India, at J.N.TATA Auditorium IISc Bangalore on 1-2 September, 2012. About 750 students, engineers,
professionals, professions, leaders and administrators joined this conference. During the inaugural session
Dr. V.K. Saraswat highlighted that it is high time that the tyranny of the unbridled blind scientific power
is controlled and made accountable to humanity by inculcating core spiritual values. This is the only
process by which we can have science and research for sustainability. Without spirituality sustainability
is not possible. Prof. V.S. Ramamurthy mentioned that there is a need of respect for each other between
the traditional scholars and modern scholars. We must create a platform for interaction and there should
be flow of information. The youngster of the world needs to be sensitized about the synthesis of science
and spirituality. The session entitled ‘science and spiritual Dialogue’ set up the good platform for the
conference by setting stage and emphasizing the role of spirituality, the value of the synergy
between the two by creating capabilities with values together. The dedicated session on applied
spirituality for administration and corporate leadership was very enlivening as it enabled a deeper
perception of role of spirituality in personal and professional life in the society. Moral lessons and ethical
behavior inculcated from family and culture help one to prepare well one as scientists, administrators and
managers. In the interactive session entitled Integrating Capabilities with Values, the delegate community
strongly advocated for the need to have spirituality as an integral component in the academic curriculum
at universities and institutions of higher learning. Overall, AISSQ provided to a very good platform to
acknowledge the importance of spirituality in the society, need of close interaction between scientists and
spiritualists, sensitizing the youngsters in the age of rapid advances in science and technology. Most of
them have realized that science and spirituality engagement is the need of the hour for our sustenance in
the future to adore.

Distinguished Guests in 7th AISSQ, 2012
We have received positive press coverage, produced sold out venues for all of our international and
national conferences and forged long term working friendships with both invited and registered
conference delegates. We have produced and distributed publications containing conference proceedings
from both the First and Second World Congresses for the Synthesis of Science and Religion and several
other books and articles on the interface between science and spirituality in the deeper study about the
nature of reality.
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Some of the other conferences and seminars organized by the Bhaktivedanta Institute include:
• A symposium on “Consciousness and the Origin of Life”, Mumbai (1978)
• Ayurvedic conference entitled “Health and Consciousness”, Mumbai (1978)
• Conference on “The Model and Structure of the Universe”, Mumbai (1981)
• International symposium on Science and Religion, S. V. University, Tirupati (1981)
• Seminar on Religion and Science, Gandhi Bhavan, Hyderabad (1983)
• Eight Regional Bhagavata Science Conferences on the theme “Spiritual Knowledge: The Missing
Element in
Modern Education”, in Chennai and Mumbai (1985)
• Conference on “Bio-ethics”, Toulouse, France (1992)
• Seminar on “Science, Spirituality and the Future of Humanity”, Imphal, Manipur (2000)
• Seminar on “The Role of Spirituality in the New Millennium”, Kumbha Mela Ground, Allahabad
(2001)
•  Seminar on “Science, Religion and Metaphysics of Love”, Bombay, (2004)
• Seminar on “Science and Religion”, Calcutta, (2004) • Seminar on “Science and Religion Dialogue:
The Relevance of Bhagavatam (Important Vedantic scripture) in the Age of Science” at the Naimisaranya,
India (2004)
• Seminar on “Science and Spirituality: Life on other Planets”, Dehradun (2005).

B . B h a k t i ve d a n t a I n s t i t u te ’ s P u bl i c at i o n s

THOUGHTS ON SYNTHESIS OF SCIENCE AND RELIGION
Edited by T. D. Singh & S. Bandyopadhyay
This major publication by the Bhaktivedanta Institute contains learned articles on
the synthesis of science and religion from 42 eminent scholars, religious leaders
and scientists of the world including five Nobel Laureates. With the Foreword
by His Holiness the Dalai Lama, the volume was formally during the annual
Indian Science Congress and is highly appreciated by the President of India
Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam. Containing seven main sections, the volume reflects
some possible grounds for the synthesis of science and religion and covers a
wide variety of subject matters including faith, ethics, culture, consciousness,
biology, quantum mechanics, ecology/environment, biomedical ethics for the
21st Century, world peace, neuroscience, artificial intelligence, cognitive science,
psychology, philosophy and a vast body of spiritual and religious experiences.
SAVIJÏÄNAM - SCIENTIFIC EXPLORATION FOR A SPIRITUAL PARADIGM
Journal of the Bhaktivedanta Institute
Savijïänam — Scientific Exploration for a Spiritual Paradigm (Editor-in-Chief: Dr. T. D. Singh) is the
annual multidisciplinary Journal of the Bhaktivedanta Institute. One of the main aims of the journal is
to explore the link between science and spirituality. The journal serves as an open forum where thoughts
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Vol-1

Vol-2

Vol-3-4

Vol-5-6

Vol-7

relating to spiritual paradigms can be scientifically presented. The first issue of the journal (November
2002) includes dialogues with Prof. Werner Arber, a well-known microbiologist at the University of Basel,
Switzerland, who received the Nobel prize in medicine and physiology and another dialogue with Prof.
Karl H. Pribram, a neuropsychologist from Georgetown University, Washington D.C. The second issue of
the journal (December 2003) includes a dialogue on ‘Science and Spiritual Exploration’ with Prof. Charles
H. Townes, a Nobel Laureate in Physics from the University of California, Berkeley, USA and many other
articles.
SEVEN NOBEL LAUREATES ON SCIENCE AND SPIRITUALITY
Edited by Dr. T. D. Singh
This unique book edited by Dr. T. D. Singh consists of two dialogues and five
essays. This is a sincere effort to bring so many Nobel Laureates together in one
publication discussing Science and Spirituality. These seven great contributors
are: (1) Prof. Charles Townes, Nobel Laureate in Physics (2) Prof. Werner Arber,
Nobel Laureate in Physiology and Medicine (3) His Holiness The Dalai Lama,
Nobel Laureate in Peace (4) Prof. George Wald, Nobel Laureate in Physiology
and Medicine (5) Ms. Betty Williams, Nobel Laureate in Peace (6) Prof. B. D.
Josephson, Nobel Laureate in Physics (7) Prof. Richard R. Ernst, Nobel Laureate
in Chemistry. These contemporary thinkers explore the link between science
and spirituality in several areas of human concern such as, the role of Science
and Religion in the search for the Origin of Life, the study of the nature of
Consciousness, understanding the purpose behind the Universe, the role of
Faith and Ethical Challenges. The Bhaktivedanta Institute earlier published
these dialogues and essays under different titles. With an Introduction by
Dr. T. D. Singh and the invaluable insights of the great thinkers presented in
this volume, the book is an invaluable resource for all interested in the emerging field of science and
spirituality.
SYNTHESIS OF SCIENCE AND RELIGION: CRITICAL ESSAYS AND DIALOGUES
Edited by Dr. T. D. Singh
The Institute’s proceedings for the First World Congress for the Synthesis of science and religion
entitled, Synthesis of Science and Religion: Critical Essays and Dialogues (1987) contained articles and
interviews with some of the most prominent scholars in their respective fields, including many Nobel
Laureates and Religious community leaders. Some of the topics and authors in this volume are:
The Cosmology of Life and Mind – George Wald; The Need for Synthesis – His Holiness the Dalai Lama;
Science and Social Concerns – Maurice Wilkens; Science and Religion: How to Make the Synthesis –
Brian Josephson; Science, Values and Beyond and Do Science and Religion Converge – Charles Townes;
Consciousness and the Physical Sciences - An Interview with Eugene Wigner; A Lover’s Quarrel: The Story
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of Religion and Science in the West – Harvey Cox; A Marriage Through Divorce:
Relationships Between Science and Values – Eileen Barker; The Conceptual Crisis
in the Modern West – Huston Smith; A Common Platform For The Synthesis
of Science and Religion – Metropolitan Paulos Mar Gregorios; Causality and
Grace – E.C.G. Sudarshan; The Computer As Idol – Joseph Weizebaum; Modern
Physics and The New Science – An Interview with Fritjof Capra. Some of the
other earlier publications of the Institute included Theobiology; Interviews with
Nobel Laureates and other Eminent Scholars; and What is Matter and What is
Life?
SCIENCE, SPIRITUALITY AND THE NATURE OF REALITY
A Dialogue between Dr. T. D. Singh and Sir Roger Penrose
Since antiquity, many prominent thinkers of the world, from Plato to Tagore
and from Newton to Einstein, have attempted to unveil the nature of reality.
But reality seems always deeper than our feeble minds can comprehend. Can
a combined effort of science and spirituality, the two most dominant forces of
humanity, help to delve deeper into the nature of reality? This unique dialogue
between Dr. T. D. Singh and Sir Roger Penrose; like the well-known East-West
dialogue between Tagore and Einstein, is a sincere attempt to seek some possible
answers to the question of reality. Reflecting on a wide range of topics from
consciousness to cosmology and from scientific mystery to mathematical beauty,
this dialogue will provide readers with useful insights in their quest for the
ultimate reality.
LIFE AND SPIRITUAL EVOLUTION
Dr. T. D. Singh (His Holiness Bhaktisvarupa Damodara Swami)
Today, the concept of evolution has influenced the whole world. It is taught
in almost all schools and colleges of the world and is influencing thousands
of students around the globe every moment. Life, according to this paradigm,
is a product of the evolution of the lifeless cosmic dust particles (atoms and
molecules), which have no meaning and purpose. However, all religious
traditions of the world proclaim a divine meaning and higher purpose of life.
Vedanta, the topmost philosophical treatise of spiritual and cultural heritage of
India, provides a vivid description about life, its origin and meaning. Taking
insights from the Vedantic literatures, the author, Dr. T. D. Singh, presents in this
book a new holistic paradigm about life incorporating the spiritual dimension of
life and evolution of consciousness. This Vedantic paradigm has the potential to
look deeper into the nature of life.
VEDANTA AND SCIENCE SERIES: LIFE AND ORIGIN OF THE UNIVERSE
His Holiness Bhaktisvarupa Damodara Swami (Dr. T. D. Singh)
Since the dawn of civilization, all philosophical, scientific, religious and even
artistic works, in principle, have centered around the study of life, its meaning
and the origin of the universe. What is life? What is the origin of the universe?
Is there any meaning and purpose behind the manifestation of life and the
universe? What is the unseen cause behind the manifestation of the perceivable
universe? These questions have puzzled all the great thinkers around the world
over the ages. Vedanta, the topmost scientific and philosophical treatise of Indian
spiritual and cultural heritage has a lot to contribute in this area and could
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provide a vital leap in expanding our knowledge of life and the origin of the universe. In this unique
book, His Holiness Bhaktisvarupa Damodara Swami (Dr. T. D. Singh) investigates life and the secrets
of the origin of the universe and depicts the relevance of Vedantic wisdom in the context of modern
scientific and technological developments.
ESSAYS ON SCIENCE AND RELIGION
Dr. T. D. Singh (His Holiness Bhaktisvarupa Damodara Swami)
Science and religion are the two most dominant forces of humanity in the
search for the ultimate meaning of life and the universe. Are these two forces
reconcilable? If yes, what are the possible grounds for their synthesis? Could
the recent developments in science and technology about human nature and the
cosmos enable us to explore religious wisdom in new ways? In the pivotal times
like ours, what role could science and religion dialogue play in restoring world
peace? Moreover, what implications would this dialogue have on our future
scientific researches? Reflecting on some of these profound issues, Dr. T. D. Singh
(His Holiness Bhaktisvarupa Damodara Swami) presents in this volume four
groundbreaking essays on science and religion. These four remarkable essays by
him provide useful insights about the relationship between science and religion
in our continuing quest for the deeper understanding of life and the universe.
GOD, INTELLIGENT DESIGN AND FINE-TUNING
A Dialogue between Dr. T. D. Singh and Prof. Michael J. Behe
Is God no longer necessary in a world that is increasingly influenced by a
scientific temper? Or, on the contrary, have the findings of modern sciences
forced us to approach the question of the existence of God in new ways? God,
Intelligent Design and Fine-Tuning is a profound exchange between Dr. T. D.
Singh and prominent biochemist Prof. Michael J. Behe from Lehigh University,
Pennsylvania, USA, exploring how recent advancements in science points
amazingly towards God. Over the past four decades modern biochemistry has
uncovered the secrets of cells and has revealed us the marvelous design even
at the molecular level. Advancements in science have also shown us some of
the precise laws and unique fundamental constants in the universe. All these
facts and observations point to a fine-tuned and specially designed universe
with a purpose by a Supreme Being or God. As one journey through the newly
discovered marvels of the cosmos and life discussed in this volume, one will
be compelled to reexamine his opinion concerning the origins, evolution and
essence of this wonderful world in which we live.
GOD IS A PERSON
Reflections of Two Nobel Laureates: Open dialogues with Dr. T. D. Singh
Are God and His personality mere imagination of the human mind? Or does He
really exist with divine attributes? If He exists and has personality, what kind of
person He is? Is He like us with physical bodies shaped by genome and acting in
space-time? Or is He a transcendental personality beyond the comprehension of
our tiny brains? This volume is an excellent presentation of two classic dialogues
T. D. Singh had with two prominent Nobel Laureates in physics – Charles Townes
and William Phillips. Charles Townes received the Nobel prize in physics in
1964 for his discovery of laser and maser and William Phillips received the 1997
Nobel Prize in Physics for using lasers to cool and trap neutral atoms. The fine
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reflections of these remarkable thinkers of our times presented in this volume will certainly help readers
further shape their perceptions about the nature of the Ultimate Reality or God.
LIFE, MATTER AND THEIR INTERACTIONS
Dr. T. D. Singh (His Holiness Bhaktisvarupa Damodara Swami)
The rapid advancements in science and technology have enabled us to penetrate
deeper into the subatomic world, and into the world of the living cell. Molecular
biologists have unfolded many secrets behind various life processes such as the
human genome. But are we now in a position to answer the question, ‘what is
life?’ as raised, over sixty years ago, by Schrödinger, the well-known quantum
physicist? Is life an outcome of the evolution of matter, or is it a fundamentally
different entity altogether? How do we explain various phenomena such as
consciousness, free will, love, purpose, beauty, etc., which seem to be beyond
the mere interaction of biomolecules? On the other hand, if life is beyond matter,
in what ways does it interact with matter, and what laws does it follow? In this
unique volume, the author closely re-examines the finer characteristics of life
and matter, and their interactions. He explains that the present-day laws seem
quite insufficient to account for the many features of life. Drawing insights from
the ancient Vedantic texts, he presents an alternative view of life beyond molecules. This volume may
serve as a useful resource for all those interested in delving deeper into the understanding of life.
TOWARDS A CULTURE OF HARMONY AND PEACE
Edited by T. D. Singh
Today, humanity is at crossroads. We all feel tremendous anxiety, fear and unrest
from terrorism and wars of various kinds. Thus every thinking person intensely
yearns for harmony and peace in every corner of the globe. What are the ways
and means for creating harmony and peace in this world where we have people
with different cultures, religions, colors, nationalities, ideals, etc.? Could various
religious traditions of the world guide humanity towards harmony and peace
instead of being the cause of conflicts as seen in the past? Could interfaith
dialogue provide some help at this critical juncture of humanity? Could the two
most dominant forces of humanity in the quest of ultimate reality – science and
spirituality be integrated to lead us to a peaceful world? Reflecting on some of
these issues, the Bhaktivedanta Institute and the Delhi Peace Summit brings
together in this volume the wisdom from some of the most prominent thinkers
of the world including Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam, the President of India; Dr.
Manmohan Singh, the Prime Minister of India; six Nobel Laureates in Peace and three Nobel Laureates
in Science. This volume, containing 42 prominent contributors, provide useful insights and practical
actions towards a culture of harmony and peace.
THE SCIENCE OF INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE
Dr. T. D. Singh (His Holiness Bhaktisvarupa Damodara Swami)
As humanity marches into the new millennium, large-scale problems continue to
threaten the well-being of multitudes of people. Yet, at the same time, there lies an
anchor of hope and an abiding faith in the promise of the future. There is a gradual
reawakening of the promise for peace whose echoes are steadily being heard
throughout the world. The Science of Interreligious dialogue is another milestone
in reinforcing and deepening our commitments towards world peace through the
interfaith journey. Touching briefly the key elements of the science of interfaith
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action, Dr. Singh presents in this volume the fundamentals of the science of interreligious harmony and
understanding, thus broadening our minds as well as that of our hearts.
VEDANTA AND BIOTECHNOLOGY
Dr. T. D. Singh (His Holiness Bhaktisvarupa Damodara Swami)
Touching the latest biotechnologies from cloning to highly debatable stem cell
research, this volume summarizes the biotechnological revolutions, reviews some of
the important bioethical questions raised by them and seeks possible guidance from
Vedanta, the topmost scientific and philosophical treatise of Indian spiritual and
cultural heritage to help resolve some of these issues.
VEDANTA AND THE SCIENCE OF AGING
Dr. T. D. Singh (His Holiness Bhaktisvarupa Damodara Swami)
Aging is a uniquely personal as well as a universal experience. Today there is a
tremendous research trying to understand the mechanism of aging. There are almost
as many theories about the aging process as there are researchers working in the field.
From exploring the use of hormone therapy and antioxidants to extending the human
life span, aging, however, still remains far from our comprehension. Vedanta, the
topmost scientific and philosophical treatise of Indian spiritual and cultural heritage,
has immense insights to provide towards aging, dying and end-of-life care for humanity
throughout the world. This volume will be a great source of inspiration and wisdom
into this timeless topic.

MAN AND NATURE: SCIENTIFIC AND VEDANTIC PERSPECTIVES
Dr. T. D. Singh (His Holiness Bhaktisvarupa Damodara Swami)
From the dawn of civilization man has always been interested in the mysteries of
nature. But what is nature? What is it made of? With the advent of the scientific
revolution from around the sixteenth century, man’s thinking about nature took a
sharp turn. The ancient view of nature had been dominated by the religious concept
that nature is a product of God. And one should respect nature and its variegated
manifestations. This was however greatly altered with the development of modern
science. This volume is a serious attempt to closely reexamine our evolving views of
nature and their limitations.
CONSCIOUSNESS: SCIENTIFIC AND VEDANTIC PERSPECTIVES
Dr. T. D. Singh (His Holiness Bhaktisvarupa Damodara Swami)
Consciousness or being conscious is part of our everyday life, every minute. We
know we have consciousness but we do not know about it - What is it? From where
does it arise or is it itself a fundamental aspect of reality? Consciousness is a mystery
for all of us even after decades of advancement in natural sciences and medical field.
The author, Dr. T. D. Singh, is one of the renowned personalities, a pioneer and
visionary who gave a new start to this field of consciousness and was instrumental
in bringing consciousness under scientific investigation. He launched the ‘First
International Conference on the Study of Consciousness within Science’ in 1990 at
San Francisco, California.
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Bhaktivedanta Institute’s Other Languages Books:
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language)

C. Dialogue with Opinion Leaders

T

he Bhaktivedanta Institute regularly organizes
dialogue about the constructive engagement of
science and religion with prominent scientists,
statesmen, and religious leaders around the world.
Dr. T. D. Singh and other members of the Institute
visit and interview these opinion leaders and invite
them to the Institute’s events. These dialogues
are later edited and published in the Institute’s
publications.

Institute’s Director with (L to R): Prof. Ahmed Zewail, Nobel Laureate in Chemistry, Linus Pauling Chair Professor
of Chemistry and Professor of Physics, and Director, NSF Laboratory for Molecular Sciences, CalTech, USA; Prof.
Charles Townes, Nobel Laureate in Physics from the University of California at Berkeley, USA; and Prof. William
D. Phillips, Nobel Laureate in Physicsfrom Physics Department, University of Maryland and NIST.
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Top (L to R): Dr. T. D. Singh (His Holiness Bhaktisvarupa Damodara Swami) discussing about Science and
Spirituality with Prof. Alan MacDiarmid, Nobel Laureate in Chemistry, at the University of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia; and about Life and its Origin with Prof. Paul Lauterbur, Nobel Laureate in Physiology and Medicine
at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign.
Bottom (L to R): With Prof. Roger Penrose, a prominent mathematician from the University of Oxford; and with
Prof. Michael Behe, a well-known biochemist from the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, USA.

Top (L to R): Discussing about science and peace with Dr. Linus Pauling who received two Nobel Prizes, one
in Chemistry (1954) and other in Peace (1962); and with Prof. Werner Arber, Nobel Laureate in Physiology and
Medicine at the University of Basel, Switzerland
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Top (L to R): Dr. T. D. Singh (His Holiness Bhaktisvarupa Damodara Swami) with Prof. George Wald, Nobel
Laureate in Physiology and Medicine from the Harvard University, USA; with Prof. Henry Stapp, prominent
quantum physicist from Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, California, USA.
Bottom (L to R): With Prof. George Ellis, a prominent mathematician from the University of Capetown, South
Africa; and with Prof. Karl Pribram, a well-known neuropsychologist from the Georgetown University and
Professor Emeritus of Stanford & Radford Universities, USA.

Bottom (L to R): Dr. T. D. Singh (His Holiness Bhaktisvarupa Damodara Swami) discussing about Life and
its Origin and Science and Spirituality Dialogue with Prof. Richard Ernst, Nobel Laureate in Chemistry,
Switzerland; and with Prof. John Eccles, Nobel Laureate in Physiology and Medicine, USA.
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A Glimpse of the Celebration of

Science and Spirituality Year -2012
Celebrating the Vision of Dr. T.D. Singh: Bhaktivedanta Institute announced Year 2012 as Year of Science
and Spirituality in honor of 75th Birth Anniversary of Institute‘s Founder and Science & Spirituality
Dialogue Pioneer, Dr. T. D. Singh. The Institute has been organizing various conferences and Symposia
around the world on various themes of Science and Spirituality.
A glimpse of the programs organized towards this celebration are:
•

Dr. T. D. Singh Memorial Lecture on Science and Spirituality by Nobel Laureate in Chemistry, Prof. Richard
Ernst, Jan 5, 2012, Utkal University, Orissa.

•

Conference on Science, Spirituality and Human Values in the 21st Century, March 25, 2012, Niser,
Bhubaneswar, Orissa.

•

Seminar on Science and Spirituality, March 31, 2012, College of Agriculture, Sambalpur, Orissa.

•

‘Inspiring Billion Minds’ Lecture Series at more than 20 premier institutions in western and northern India
from Jaipur to Kalka to Kurushetra - including lectures at NIT Jaipur and NIT Kurushetra, April 5-28, 2012.

•

Seminar on ‘Search for God in the Age of Science and Technology’, April 22, 2012, Delhi Technological
University (DTU), Delhi.

•

A Short 3-day Course on Science and Spirituality, May 18-20, 2012, Navadvip, W.B.

•

Special Lecture on Thermodynamics of Life, July 23, 2012, IISc, Bangalore, by Prof. S. C. Mishra, IIT
Guwahati.

•

Lecture on ‘Vaisnava Vedanta’, Rupa Goswami Conference on Vaishnavism, July 30-Aug 1, 2012, Gopinath
Bhavan, Vrindavan, U.P.

•

Lecture on ‘God’s Mechanics’, August 3, 2012, Institute of Energy Management and Research (IEMR),
Gurgoan, Haryana.

•

Conference on Symbiosis of Science and Spirituality for Holistic Growth, August 9, 2012, National Dairy
Research Institute (NDRI), Karnal, Haryana.

•

Seminar on Science and Spiritual Quest, August 14, 2012, Science College, Osmania University,.

•

7th All India Students’ Conference on Science and Spiritual Quest, September 1-2, 2012, IISc Bangalore,
Karnataka.

•

1st International Congress on Vedanta and Science, 14-15 December 2012, Manipur University, Imphal, India

t
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Bhaktivedanta Institute on Wheels
Promoting Dialogue b e t we e n S c i e n c e an d S p i r i t u al i t y

Reaching Every Corner of the Indian Sub-continent

For a rigorous advancement of science and spirituality dialogue, Bhaktivedanta Institute has launched
for the first time, this pioneering and unique project — Bhaktivedanta Institute on Wheels — three
custom-made motorhomes/buses, including a special 40 ft long one, all dedicated fully to extensively
promote science and religion dialogue all over the Indian subcontinent. The motorhomes, self sufficient in
themselves, containing their own mini library, sleeping room, small dining/discussion room, and kitchen
approach every school, college and university in India and present about the constructive dialogue between
science and religion. In short span of less than two years, the motorhomes have approached over 200,000
people, 275 prominent colleges and universities in more than 200 cities of India, and has distributed over
12000 books on science and religion.
Wherever the motorhomes goes, they attract a large number of visitors without any special advertisement.
Wherever motorhomes reach, Bhaktivedanta Institute members in the motorhome conducts seminars
and lectures on science and religion in colleges and universities, setup a display with folding stall of
science and religion books, individually approach students and professors in the campuses to distribute
Bhaktivedanta Institute’s publications on science and religion, give books to College libraries and invite
interested students and scholars to motorhome for discussion on science and spirituality. In addition,
the motorhomes setup science and religion displays at large religious festivals and scientific conferences
and fairs promoting science and religion dialogue to thousands of people in a single instance. Through
all these activities, the motorhomes/buses are creating an ever-expanding/growing network of scholars,
scientists, students, teachers, clergy and activists dedicated to fostering the constructive engagement of
science and religion.

Recent Publications

“The first gulp from the glass of natural sciences will turn you into an
atheist, but at the bottom of the glass, God is waiting for you.”
—— Werner Heisenberg
Nobel Laureate in Physics
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